1
1

Title: Conversion (DD-20)

Purpose: To instruct hearers of the sinner’s response in conversion.

Introduction

1. It is not experience that validates the truth; it is truth that validates experience. This was something that the Puritans were particularly concern about, and therefore, they put great emphasizes upon a biblical understanding of “Experiential Christianity” or “The Experiential Blessings of Salvation”.
2. In our previous studies, we have already considered two of the experiential blessings of salvation – 1) Calling and 2) Regeneration. Now we move to the next 
III.
CONVERSION
· And in looking at this subject, consider with me first of all…
A.
The Source of Conversion
1. Now when we talk about conversion, we are now dealing the sinner’s active response to God’s saving work – repentance and faith. While calling and regeneration are exclusively the sovereign work of God in saving sinners, conversion is the sinner’s active response to God’s saving work. 
2. However, it is important to emphasize that although conversion is the sinner’s active response, the source of conversion is still God. 

a.
And this is clearly implied in the fact that sinners have no moral ability to come to Christ in repentance and faith. John 6:44 “ No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
b.
And this moral inability is rooted upon the sinners’ native dislike, opposition, and hatred towards God. Rom 8:7-8 “ because the mind (or disposition) set on the flesh is hostile towards God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”
c.
Therefore, the ultimate source of conversion is still God. It is God who must effectually call and regenerate the sinner before the sinner can response in true genuine conversion.

3.
And, in the Bible, this is explicitly stated: 2Tim 2:24-25; Phil 1:29 (READ). 
4.
So let us be clear about this. It is the sinner’s responsibility and duty to be converted, but only God can give him the moral ability to do so. God is still the ultimate source of conversion.
B.
The Elements of Conversion
· Preface: Conversion has includes a two-fold response from a sinner – one having to do with our sins against God (repentance) and the other with the offer of God’s mercy in Christ (faith). Acts 20:21 (READ). Now these two elements of conversion, although distinct, are yet inseparable. They are like the Siamese twins – distinct but they cannot live apart from its other. They have to be together. Repentance focuses upon God whom we have sinned and the law that we have violated – faith focuses upon Christ and grace. These two are distinct and yet they always go together – one always implies the other. Let us look at each of elements.
1.
Repentance – What is repentance? What does it mean to repent?

a.
There are a lot of ways to approach this subject. We can look at the different words used for repentance and from that build a biblical definition of repentance. But perhaps the best way to answer this question is to look at the case of Judas.

· And why Judas? Because Judas had almost all that the Bible say about the manifestations of repentance, and yet he did not have what was at the heart of repentance. Thus Mt 26:24 "The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born."
· Mt 27:3-5 (READ).
b.
Note here what Judas did.

· 1st, he felt remorse for the wrong that he did. Mt 27:3 (READ). 
· ‘felt remorse’ is one of the words the Bible uses for repentance – it is not the most common word – but one of the words sometimes used. 
· When Judas saw what his betrayal has led to, his conscience must have screamed at him. He knew that he did something terribly wrong. And he felt terrible and sorry for the wrong that he did.
· And this feeling of sorrow must have been intense, because, as we shall later, Judas hanged himself!
· Anyone who is genuinely repentant will have this element of sorrow for the wrong committed. Without this sorrow, there can be no real repentance. 2Cor. 7:9-10 (READ). 
· However, just like Judas, there can be this element of sorrow for the wrong done and yet still not have what is at the heart of true repentance.
· 2nd, Judas acknowledged his sin, not just privately but publicly, without trying to justification for it. Mt 27:4 (READ). 
· There is no indication at all in the passage that Judas tried to make justifications for his sin either by shifting the blame away from himself to Jesus, to God, to the other disciples, to his parents, or even to Satan who tempted him. He took full responsibility for his sin and confessed it not just privately but even publicly.
· Anyone who is genuinely repentant will do as Judas did. He will acknowledge his sin/sins and take full responsibility them – even acknowledging that sin privately and even before others.
· However, it is possible to do what Judas did and yet still not to be genuinely repentant – not to what is really at the heart of genuine repentance.

· 3rd, Judas forsook the wrong that he did and even tried to make some restitution. Mt 27:3-5a (READ). 
· Judas did not cling to the money he got as payment for betraying Jesus, he tried to return it. And when the chief priest and elders refused to take it back, he threw it away.
· Anyone who genuinely repents will do as Judas did. You will forsake your sin and will even be willing to make restitution. If you have stolen something, you will return it. If you have lied, you will set it right. If you have been unfaithful to your commitment, you will ask for forgiveness and set things right. This is what the Bible calls as the “fruits in keeping with repentance” (Lk 3:8).
· However, it is possible to forsake a sin and try to make some restitution and still not have what is at the heart of true repentance. This is illustrated in the case of Judas.  
· This is also explicitly pointed out in – 2Cor 12:21 “ sinned in the past” => Greek perfect tense views an action as having been accomplished in the past – “practiced” or “committed” => Greek aorist indicated which views an action as having been done in the past. So clearly indicated here is that it is possible for a person to stop doing the wrong that he once did but still not have what is at the heart of true repentance.

· One final thing that Judas did, and this shows that he did not really have what is at the heart of genuine repentance, is that he hanged himself. Mt 27:5 (READ). 
· Although Judas seems to have been genuinely repentant, the fact that he hanged himself indicates that he did not really have what is at the heart of true repentance.
· For what is at the very heart of repentance? Is 55:7 (READ) – To repent is essentially to forsake our own ways and our own thoughts (whatever those might be) and to turn to God’s ways and God’s thoughts. To repent is to cease doing just what we want to do because you want to do it and to be subject to the revealed will of God. It is to be able to say from the heart, “Lord, from now on, it is no longer my will but your will be done.”
· This is something Judas did not have and so he hanged himself in violation of the law of God – “You shall not murder”. To the very end, Judas remained a rebel at heart, refusing to be subject to the ways and the revealed will of God.
c.
So repentance includes feeling sorrow for your sin/sins; it includes acknowledging and taking responsibility for your sin/sins; it includes forsaking your sin/sins and the willingness to make restitution whenever possible. But at the heart of true repentance is the ending of your rebellion against God – forsaking your ways and your thoughts and turning to God’s ways and God’s thoughts.
d.
Test yourself with the Scriptures! Can you really say that you have repented? If not, then, you have never been truly converted and you will die in your sins. Lk 13:2-5 (READ).
2.
Faith – What is faith? What does it mean to have faith in the Lord Jesus?

a.
While repentance focuses upon God and the law, faith focuses upon God’s grace in the Lord Jesus.
b.
And clearly indicated in the Bible is that faith in Christ has 3 essential elements.
· 1st, faith includes the element of knowing – knowing the Jesus of the Bible.

· It is impossible to have faith in a person unless you know something about that person. Illustration: If you have cancer and are in need of an operation and a total stranger comes to you and offers to do the work, I don’t think you will able to trust him. 
· So also with Christ. It is impossible to trust in Christ unless you know something about Him. Thus Rom 10:14-15,17 (READ).
· This does not mean that a person must know everything about Christ first before a person can believe. But there must be some knowledge before one can believe.
· 2nd, faith includes the element of acknowledging – acknowledging that everything the Bible says about Jesus is really true.

· It is one thing to know about who Jesus is (as revealed in the Bible), but it is another thing to believe that what the Bible says about Jesus is really true.
· There are a lot of people who know what the Bible says about Jesus. They know that the Bible teaches that Jesus is God, that He was born of a virgin, that He lived a sinless life on earth, that He performed astounding works of miracles, that Jesus was crucified, that He died in the place of sinners, that He physically rose from the grave, that He ascended into heaven, that He promised to return again in power and in glory. But they might know all these things about Jesus and yet not believe that what the Bible says about Jesus is really true. John 5:44-47 (READ).
· But faith includes the element of acknowledging – acknowledging that everything the Bible says about Jesus is really true.
· 3rd, faith also includes the element of trusting – trusting in the Jesus of the Bible.
· Faith is not just knowing, nor is it just acknowledging; but the heart of faith is trusting – trusting in the Jesus of the Bible. 
· Strictly speaking, it is not the truth about Jesus that saves, it is Jesus that saves. And to believe in Jesus is to trust in Jesus – that He is able and willing to save sinners.
· More particularly, to believe in Christ is to trust in Him that His sacrifice is all the sacrifice you need to atone for yours – that His righteousness is all the righteousness you need to find acceptance with God – that His power is all the power you need to set you free from the bondage of sin.
c.
So this is faith. It includes the elements of knowing, acknowledging, and trusting in the Jesus of the Bible.
d.
Test yourself with the Scriptures. Do you really believe in Jesus? Do you really trust in Him? Or are you trusting in your obedience? Are you trusting in your repentance? If not, then you will yet die in your sins.

Conclusion: 

1. Many people today claim that they have been converted because they have had some strange feeling, some strange experience. But it is not our experience that validates the truth; it is truth that validates experience. Therefore, every suppose experience of conversion must be tested with Scriptures.

2. If you have not really repented and believed, then repent and believe. “But I have no ability to do. I cannot do it”. Yes – and that’s why all the more you must cast yourself to God to save – even to enable you to repent and believe.

